"With folded arms I beg of you again , Oh lotus-eyed
Lord, that you may be pleased to protect me in such a way as to
give me no occassion to bow to others91. And to the other gods
and goddesses his prayer was that he might be in a position to
serve Hari to the last breath. The Lord accepted both these
prayers, as is evidenced by his sublime life.

He was not only an ardent devotee of the Lord and an
orator who could take the audience by storm, but he was also
proficient in the study of the Vedas and the texts of Vedanta.
Besides, he was a poet and an artist. Melputhur Narayana
Bhattathiri gave an offering of a "bunch of thousand'fairest
flowers' of pure Sanskrit verses>J to Sree Guruvayurappan and
Poonthanam, in praise of the Lord, wrote many poems which
are sweet honey to the devotes of the Lord. But how to describe
the oblation in the form ofKavya offered by Vazhakkunnam ?
The warmth of the heart, the purity of the soul and the sweet-
ness of devotion - all these find a happy blending in his poems ,
as in the fresh warm cow's milk that mother Yesoda Devi pours
into the beautiful golden bowl held by both hands of her dar-
ling child, unfolding on his lotus-like face the bewitching smile
whose splendour continue to flow profusely, even at this dis-
tance of time, acting as the soothing rays of the moon on the
hearts of the devotees.

Now a young man has obtained the Doctorate for having
made a penetrating study of research in the sublime life of
Bhakthasiromani Vazhakkunnam which was firmly rooted in
undivided devotion, focusing mainly on the tireless efforts he
had made in popularizing the Bhagavatha Dharma and on the
Sanskrit and Malayalam poems he had composed, revealing
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